
Gerver Torres. 

 
He is an economist currently working as a Research Consultant for the Gallup Organization where he 
has helped develop a new product, The World Poll, which surveys global citizens about well-being, 
war and peace, law and order, hopes and dreams, healthcare, suffering, and striving, personal 
economics, poverty, environmental issues, and many other economic and social issues. His focus is 
in Latin America.   
  

He is a founding member and Director of Leadership and Vision, a Venezuelan non-governmental 

organization established in 1995 to improve and promote youth leadership, with emphasis on the 

issues of long-term vision and the role of the private sector.  

He is a Consultant for the World Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank and other multilateral 

institution on different economic and social issues including private sector development and 

macroeconomic policy coordination. His experience includes the provision of technical assistance in 

more than fifteen countries at both national and sub-national levels, including Peru, Ecuador, 

Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Philippines, Mongolia, Slovenia, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Saudi Arabia, 

Jordan and Syria.      

He is a Senior Associate at the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS)  

He is a professional with a long career in academics and public-sector service. He has lectured on 
Economic Development, Privatization and Macroeconomics at Universidad Central de Venezuela 
and Universidad del Zulia in Venezuela.   

In public service, he has acted as Executive Secretary of the economic area in the "Presidential 
Commission for the Reform of the State”. The Commission prepared several papers and 
Recommendations on the redefinition of the role of the State in the Venezuelan economy. 
Additionally, he was a member of the "Venezuelan Presidential Commission for Competitiveness" 
charged with preparing an assessment and recommendations to improve the efficiency and 
productivity of the public enterprises.  

In the field of private sector participation and privatization, Mr. Torres was Executive  

Secretary of the Inter-ministerial Commission for Privatization and Minister for Privatization, 

President of the Venezuelan Investment Fund (FIV), where he was responsible for the privatization 

of the National Telephone Company and other public enterprises.   

He has been a member of the Executive Board of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

representing Spain, Mexico, Central America and Venezuela.  

Mr. Torres has published several books and papers, including: “Small Scale as a challenge: 

municipal privatization”. World Bank (1998); “The Third wave of privatization: privatization of 

social services in developing countries” World Bank publication (1996); "¿Quiénes Ganan?  

¿Quiénes Pierden?  La Privatización en Venezuela" ("Who Wins?  Who Losses?   

The Privatization in Venezuela"), Caracas, Venezuela. (1994); "El Proceso Venezolano de  

Toma de decisiones en materia económica", Caracas, ILDIS (Latin American Institute for Social 

Research). (1987); Editor of "EL papel del Estado en una nueva estrategia económica para 



Venezuela", Caracas, COPRE (Presidential Commission for the Reform of the State) (1988). “Un 

Sueño Para Venezuela”(2020)  


